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Synopsis

An inspiring portrait of one of the world’s most loved artists There was once a boy named Henri,
whose dreams were full of color even though his hometown was dreary and gray. His parents
expected him to learn a trade when he grew up, but being a law clerk bored him, and he continued
to dream of a colorful, exciting life, and of being noticed. Then Henri started painting . . . and kept
painting and dreaming and working at his craft until he’d become one of the most admired and
famous artists in the world. This lyrical, visually rich picture book is more than an excellent

biography; at its core, this remarkable book is an encouragement to never give up on your dreams.
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Customer Reviews

*Starred Review* This inspiring picture book about the life of Henri Matisse weaves back and forth
between HenriAg¢a —4a,¢s dreary realityA¢a —a srendered in pencil shades of black, white, and
grayA¢a -4 +and the vivid world of his imagination, depicted in gorgeous full-color pencil, paint, and
collage. Much to HenriA¢a -a,¢s parentsA¢a -a,¢ dismay, their son does not excel at school,
working in the family store, or the violin; instead, he is a dreamer. During his blah stint as a young
lawyer, Henri starts to suffer stomach pains and ends up in the hospital, where he has plenty of time
and nothing to do. But a set of paints changes all that: he picked up the paintbrush and was

transported into paradise. From here, the book really sings as weA¢a -4,¢re treated to



HenriA¢a -4,¢s vivid inner life made real on canvas. ParkerA¢a —4,¢s lyrical text is accessible to
young children and offers a rich look at the artistA¢a -a,¢s life, but itA¢a -a,¢s BerryA¢a -a,¢s art
that wows. She manages to capture the vibrancy and rich saturation of MatisseA¢a -4,¢s original
paintings and then changes styles to reflect his later-in-life colored-paper cutouts, which he referred
to as drawing with scissors. An endnote fills in details about MatisseA¢a —a,¢s life. A great
introduction to the renowned artist and a validation of dreamers everywhere. Grades K-3. --Ann

Kelley

Marjorie Blain Parker lives in Denver, Colorado. Holly Berry lives in Waldoboro, Maine.

| sent this to my grand-daughter, who is nearly 5, during the gray. cold days of winter. She loved it,
and it inspired colorful and creative art projects that helped brighten her hours. As a companion
book, | sent "Drawing with Scissors". Each tells the story of Matisse, but from different perspectives
and they complemented each other very well. My grand-daughter is now is on familiar enough terms

to refer to Matisse as , "Henri."

Got this from my young grandchildren and find | can’t part with it yet! Great story introducing a

famous artist as a child.Very inspirational and encouaging. And of course great illustrations.

| have taught art for 38 years. This was a delightful book and | enjoyed giving it to my grandson for

Christmas!

This is a wonderful kid friendly book. | will look for more by this author and illustrator. Good us of

color

As an adult | thought it was cute. My younger students, however, got very bored with it. | think the
wording might have been a bit difficult for them, and they struggled to relate to it. | ended up

ignoring the text and using the illustrations as a visual to talk about the artist, which was fine.

My eight-year-old daughter loves reading picture book biographies of famous people, especially
writers and artists and was delighted with this picture book on Henri Matisse. She read the book to
me at bedtime tonight and we were both fascinated to learn about Henri’s path to becoming an

artist. Henri Matisse was the son of hardworking shopkeepers who worried and fretted that Henri



would amount to nothing. Their hopes were raised for a while when Henri went off to law school but
the drudgery of being a law clerk soon became too much to bear and Henri fell ill. It was during his
stint at a hospital that Henri discovered his passion for painting.This picture book is by no means a
thorough biography of Henri Matisse but it provides enough background to how Matisse found his
passion and pursued art as a career, a path that is portrayed to have been emotionally satisfying
and fulfilling. It is an inspiring story because it teaches both young and old that it is never too late to
find one’s calling. The vivid color illustrations add depth to Matisse’s story. I'd also
recommend:Matisse the King of Color (Anholt’s Artists Books for Children Series)A Magical Day

with Matisse (Mini Masters)A Bird or Two: A Story About Henri Matisse

This wonderful story beautifully illustrates the touching life of Matisse.lt starts out with him as a small
boy living in a French mill town and shows how he struggles to find his true self as an artist. The
illustrations begin with rich black and white renderings that depict his life from humble beginnings
that change to vibrant colorful images as Matisse transforms into his life as an artist. The
illustrations really show the character of Matisse’s work with patterns and colors that are familiar in
his work. It is an exciting and uplifting book that really tells the story of Matisse and how he finds

happiness in embracing his life as an artist. Truly a winner for young and old!

for my husband, very good . professional service. This product cuts through bread like a hot product

through butter. Great product! fast and in time,
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